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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 05373 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAIR, PFOR, WB, UK, FR, US, UR 

SUBJECT: CORRIDOR CLEARANCE FOR GOODYEAR AIRSHIP 
REF: A. USBERLIN 782, B. BONN 4651 

1 . ELABORATION OF UK POSITION ON CLEARANCE FOR THE 
GOODYEAR AIRSHIP RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT TO REF B SHOWS 
SOMEWHAT GREATER SOPHISTICATION THAN INDICATED REF B. 

HMG INSTRUCTION SAID "APPEARANCE OF A LARGE, LOW 
FLYING, AND SLOW MOVING OBJECT BEARING COMMERCIAL 
MARKINGS COULD BE REGARDED AS A PROVOCATION" BY THE 
GDR. COMMENTS ON RECONNAISSANCE AND "NINETY PERCENT 
ADVERTISING" WERE ASIDES DURING EARLIER CONVERSATION 
BETWEEN UK AND US CAA'S. THE FRENCH CAA S INSTRUCTIONS 
WERE NEITHER TO SUPPORT NOR OPPOSE THE CLEARANCE, 

BUT IF THE FLIGHT TOOK PLACE, GOF WOULD NOT WANT ANY 
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INDICATIONS OF FRENCH INVOLVEMENT SUCH AS THE AIRSHIP 
CARRYING THE FRENCH FLAG OR OFFERING RIDES TO 
FRENCH PERSONNEL. 

2. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE USBER S VIEWS ON 
POSSIBILITY OF ALTERNATIVE WAYS OF MEETING SENDER 
FREI BERLIN'S NEEDS FOR ANTENNA TESTING. ALSO OF 
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INTEREST IS WHETHER MATTER ORIGINATED WITH OR WAS 
CLEARED WITH THE SENAT. CAN USBER GIVE ANY INFORMA- 
TION ON THE TERMS OF THE CONTRACT BETWEEN SENDER 
FREIS BERLIN AND GOODYEAR, ESPECIALLY WHETHER SENDER 
FREIS BERLIN IS PAYING FOR GOODYEAR S SERVICES? IS 
THE ANTENNA TEST MAINLY FOR PURPOSES OF BROADCASTS 
TO THE GDR OR FOR WEST BERLIN? WOULD ALLIED 
KOMANDATURA PERMISSION BE REQUIRED AS WELL AS CORRIDOR 
CLEARANCE? STOESSEL 
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